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To the Ri ght Worſhipful 
Humphry Bamden, Eſ 9; 


MAYOR 


OF THE 


Cirr of EXO N. 


— 


HIS Diſcourſe, mada 
enblick at your Re- 
queſt, waits upon you 
— {or your Trofection; ; 
boping you will be pleas d to par- 

don its Imperfections, and receive 
* it 


DEDICATION. 


it with the ſame Candour and 
Goodneſs with which you heard it. 
I am indeed the more caſily in- 
lind to expect from you all ima- 
ginable Clemency, becauſe J am 
ſenſible you generouſly afford it 
to All; and you can't poſſibly do 
10575 e, without offering 77 70 
lence to your Nature. 


T ſhould think myſelf obliged 
to enlarge upon thoſe good Qua- 
lities you are- poſſeſs'd of, that 
render you ſo agreeable to all 
who know you, were it not for 
Fear of offending you, by rela- 
tmg. what every one thinks to 
be true but yourſelf. And I 
Jhould thmk it unpardonable, at 
this Funtture, not to mention, in 
what a just and impartial, as 
well as * and handſome, 


manner, 


8 * — 
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manner, you have diſcharg'd the 
Office of a Cnier-MAGISTRATE, 
to the Satisfaction of all, who 
are ſo happy as to le under 
the Influence of your Aut hori- 
ty, but that every one has an- 
icipated me in all that can be 
ſaid on that Subject. 


T ſhall therefore make no far- 
ther Uſe of this Opportunity, than 
publickly to acknowledge the Ob- 
hgations I lie under to Tour ſelf. 
n particular, and to your Nor- 
ſhipful Brethren the ALDERMEN. 
and COMMON COUNCIL in ge- 
neral, for the many Favours you - 
have been pleas d ta confer up- 
on me: To pray for the Proſpe- 
rity of this City; and that you” 
may long continue to be an Or- 
nament 70 it, as you gre at pre- 


ſent, 


| DEDICATION. 

ſent, not only by a juſt and e- 
quitable Execution of your Of- 
fice, but likewiſe by promoting 

_ the Publick Intereſt of it; and 
that Succeſs may attend all your 
Endeauvours , together with all 
zmaginable Happineſs here and 
hereafter, is the hearty Prayer 


= 


R — 


SIR, 


Your moſt obliged | 
0 


humble Servant, 


Jom Fiſter, 


: 
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Ps A. CXxvii. pt. Ver#1. | 
Except the Lord keep the City, 
the Watchman waketh but 

in vain. 


O expect Protection from an 
Arm of Fleſh, and Succeſs to 
our Endeavours from our own 
Sufficiency, is a Thing altoge- 
ther as ridiculous as it is ſin- 
ful. *Tis to deny ourſelves to be what we 
are, to ſhut our Eyes upon Providence, and 
to wrap ourſelves up in our own Infirmi- 
ties. For no one, but He, who called us 
into Being, can preſerve us in it; nor is 
any Power, leſs than that, which laid the 
Foundations of the Earth, and ftretched out 
the Heavens like a Curtain, ſufficient to ſup- 
ply our Wants, and to govern the doubt- 
ful and uncertain Afﬀairs of Life. 


We 


A SERMON on the 


We may ſummon up all our Care and 


Iuduſtry, Diligence and Diſcretion, as in- 


deed it is juſt and reaſonable for us ſo to 
do: We may tire ourſelves with Diſquie+ 
tudes, and wear out the Day with a con- 


ſtant Round of Toil and Labour, *till the 


Circle returns: We may riſe up early, and 


be cxxvii.ſo late take Ref, and eat the Bread of Care- 


Ley. I. 


fulneſs: And yet, unleſs the Lord proſpers 
our Undertakings, and gives a Blefling to 


our Deſigns, whatever we do will be vain 
and fruitleſs; .and will produce nothing in 


the End but unwelcome Troubles and Diſ- 
appointments, 


The Succeſs of all Things depends upon 
the Aſſiſtance of God, whether they be of 
greater or leſſer Importance, whether they 


be Things belonging to private Perſons or 


publick Societies: For, Except the Lord build 
the Houſe, their Labour is but lod that build 


it; and, except the Lord keep the Ci ity, the 


Watchman waketh but in vain. 


In diſcourſing on the Words of the Text, 


1 ſhall endeayour to ſhew, 


I. That there 1s a DIVINE Provi- 


DENCE, that diſpoſes and govern 


all Things, 
| II. That 


* r 1 — IEIER Ld 4 


PROVIDENCE of GOD. 9 
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1. That without the Ailance of this Dr 
vins PROVIDENCE, whatever we 
take in Hand will turn to no Ac 
count. | | 


HI. That this does not exclude Human 
Care and Induſtry, but only as con- 
ſider d ſimply by itfelf, without the 
Concurrence of Gs s Bleſſing 


IV. I ſhall draw ſome Inferences from the 
Whole, ſuitable to the preſent Oc- - 
caſion, and ſo conclude. 


I. Then I am to ſhew, that there is a 
Divine Providence that diſpoſes and governs - 
all Things. And this is fo plain and ob- 
vious, that to endeavour to prove an over 
ruling Providence, at a Time when the ve- 

ry Occaſion of our aſſembling ourſelves to- 
gether is a remarkable I . of it, would 
be to treſpaſs upon your Patience, was it 
not that the Subject I am upon does na- 
turally require it: I fhall therefore prove 
It thus: 


There is a Divine Providence, for the 
very ſame Reaſon that there is a GOD, 
and the ſame Arguments that are made uſe 


of to prove the one, are of equal Strength 
to prove the other, — For if the Beauty 
and 


A — on * 


Beauty and Harmony of the Univerſe, and 
the wonderful Variety and Contrivance of 

all its Parts, together with their agreable 
Connexion with the Whole, do require an 
infinitely Wiſe and Powerful Being for their 
Cauſe and Author, they will likewiſe re. 
quire ſuch a Being for their Preſervation , 
The ſame Degree of Power and Wiſdom 
being as neceſſary to preſerve a Thing, as 

to bring it firſt into Being. Now, there 
is no Part of the Creation but what is a 
forcible Argument of a God that made it, 
and conſequently -of a Divine Providence, 
in that it continues to exiſt, For they are 
ſo intimately connected, that it is impoſſi- 
ble to ſeperate them, without taking away 
- that which is of Neceſſity required to the 
Being of a GOD. And therefore Tuly ſays 
of Epicurus „ Who acknowledged that there 
Tas a God, but deny'd his Providence, * that 
be acknowledged it in Words, but in EY de- 


oned it. 


But beſides; ; The Government of the World 
in ſuch a wonderful and ſurpriſing manner; 
the bringing Order out of Confuſi ion, and 
Good out of Evil; the diſpoſing all Events; 
the ſetting up and pulling down Kingdoms; . 
the cauſing Peace and Tranquility to ariſe 
| xj BY | from 


< + 
ä 3 


— 


Epicurum Vis reliquiſſe Deos, Ro ſuſtiiſſe. Cic.de Nat- Deon I. 
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PROVIDENCE of GOD. 


from the Diſtractions of States and Com- 
monwealths, and from the Tumults and Diſ- 
orders that muſt neceſſarily happen upon ſuch 
Occaſions, are ſtrong Arguments of a Di- 
vine Providence, that diſpoſes and governs 

all Things. | 

When we ſte a Perſon of low Degree riſe 
into a Moſes or a Foſhna, and the deep-laid 
Stratagems of Great Men blaſted and over- 
turned: When a Good Man is, for a while, 
almoſt loſt in the thick Darkneſs of Adver- 
ſity ; and then of a ſudden (by Means be- 
yond the Reach of Human Probability) e- 
very Thing brightens upon him; and he 
appears again, like the — when be goet forth 
in bis Might : 

When Great Things are cual by 

weak Inſtruments; as when Fael ſmites a &. 

. fera : or when Great Exploits are perform'd 
by no viſible Means at all; as when the Kings * 
Angel of the Lord went out, nd ſmote, in the? 3* 
Camp of the Aſſyrians, an Hundred Fourſcore 
and Five Thouſand , and when they aroſe ear- 

y in the Morning, behold, they were all dead. 
Corpſes : 

When we ſee ſome odd unaccountable Ar- 
cidents, that have no manner of Depen- 
dance upon each other, tend to the ſame 
Thing, and produce the ſame Effect, as if 
there was an intimate Connection between 
them from the Beginning; as, that the En. 

| — | vy 
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vy of Foſe * Brethren (which was the O- 


caſion ef his being ſold into Egypt, and af- 


terwards of his living with Pharoah's Officer, 
which by another Accident was the Occaſi- 
on of his being caſt inta Priſon) ſhould be 


the Foundation of all his future Glory: 


When we ſee Men of different Tempers 


and Inclinations, as the Valiant, the Fearful, 
the Liberal, the Covetous, and many others, 


(which, at ficſt Sight, one would think dif 


pos d to moleſt and deſtroy each other) 


when we ſee theſe joyn'd together in So- 


ciety; this Contrariety of Humours ſerving 


to cement and unite them the cloſer toge- 
ther, which Union could not poſſibly be 


preſerv d, if they all aim'd at the ſame 


Thing: 
When we iis the mutual Dependance we 
have upon each other; ſo that no one is 


able to provide for himſelf, withont the Ak 


fiſtance of his Fellow-Creatures: The Rich 
can't live. without the Poor, nor the Poor 
without the Rich; nor People of equal Cir. 
cumſtances, as to Wealth, though of diffe- 
rent Imployments, without the Aſſiſtance of 
one another. Thus, by the Benefit and Ad- 
vantage of Trade, our Wants are ſupply d, 
and Good-nature and Friendſhip are at the 
ſame Time maintain'd and kept alive; o- 
therwiſe there would be nothing but conti- 


Aal Quarrels and ann and an uni- 


verſal 


— 2 —— 4 
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or 
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verſal Contempt amongſt the whole Human 
When we ſee Cities and Countries in an 
extraordinary manner protected from immi- 
nent Daugers; as was the Caſe of this Ci- 


ty in particular; when the Sword was with” _ 7 « 


out, aud Famine withiu, then God was plea- 
ſed to preſerve us from both; whiz ch Blef 
ling we are now met tognther to comme- 
morate.— When we ſe all theſe Things, 

ſhall we doubt whether the Fi inger of God 
is in all this? 

And if we were to look into the Ipfe- 
riour Part of the Creation, we ſhall find all 
Things govern d by certain Laws ; Every 
Thing tends to ſome determinate Edd, and 
is endued with ſuitable Powers and Abilities 
to attain it; which can't be the Effect of 
Chance or Caſualty, but of an Alkwiſe Be» 
ing: For * Chance is repugnant ta every 
Thing regular; and if the World was gover- 
ned by that (not to mention the Contradi- 
ion there is in the very Terms) what 
could we expect, but ſuch a diſmal Hurry 
and Confuſion, as muſt always follow from 
the Want of Order and Government? Where- 
as now we ſee Things go finoothly on: EE 
fects flow from their proper Cauſes; and all 
according to certain Rules, that the Almigh- 
ty Creatour has been Pleas d to appoint, 

-- * was 


* Fortuna ) anica J. arietati, Conſtantiam reſpuit Cic. de Nat. Deor. La. 
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which are called the Laws of Nature. 
And as for the inanimate Works of God; 

tho' they are deſtitute of Life and Senſe, yet 

in them the Foot-ſteps of Providence are 


pf. 19. 3. Plainly diſcover'd : For tho? they have neither 


4 


Ff. 145. 


16. 


Speech nor Language, yet their Voices are heard 
among them : their Sound is gone ont into all 
Lands, and their Words into the Ends of the 
World. From all which it is evident, that 
there is a Being above us, that ſupports and 


governs all Things, and by his gracious Con. 
currence with Natural Cauſes, permits them 
to work their uſual Effects, according to the 
Rules and Methods he has been pleaſed to 


preſcribe, ſtill reſerving to himſelf the Pow- 


er of ſuperſeding or ſuſpending them, as He, 


in his infinite Wifdom, ſhall think proper. 
For when the Lord openeth his Hand, he fil. 


leth all Things living with Plenteouſneſs : But 


when he withdraws his Divine Influence, all 
the Powers of Nature are diſſolved. When 
he looks graciouſly upon his Servants, then 


Fa. Ixv. The Clonds drop Fatneſs, and the little Hills 
12, 13 rejoice on every Side: But, when be bideth his 
wiv. 29. Face, they are troubled ; when he taketh away 


their Breath, they die, ond are turned again 


to their Duſt, 


So that nothing can ſubſiſt without the 
preſer ving Power and Influence of the Al- 


mighty; ; becauſe nothing but that can keep 
Thungs 


"PROVIDENCE of G 0 D. 15 


Things in Being: And, conſequently, at the 
withdrawing of it, immediately enſues the 
Diſſolution of all Things. Which brings me 
to the Second Thing I propoſed to treat of, 

which is, | 


II. That without the Aſſiſtance of this Di- 
vine Providence, whatever we take in Hand 

will turn to no Account. 
All the Power we have being deriv'd from 
GOD, we cant expect it ſhould extend 
further than He in his Wiſdom ſhall think 
fit; nor that it will be of any Uſe to us, 

without his Bleſſing and Concurrence. Hence 

it is, that the Race is not always to the Swift, _ aftes 
mor the Battle to the Strong, neither yet Bread 

to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men of Duder- 
ſtanding, nor yet Favour to Men of Shall; but 
Tine and Chance happeneth to them all. Some 
unexpected Accident or other never fails to 

baffle the Expectations of thoſe, who preſume 
upon their own Sufficiency. 

Hew many are there who! flatter them- 

ſelves with falſe Imaginations of their own 
Strength, and lie down in the Deluſion, till 
ſudden Deſtruction cometh upon them, like — 
the Morning ſpread upon the Mountains? When 7 = i * 
Goliah of Gath defied the Armies of the Living 35. 30. 46, 
GOD, and triumphed in the Glory of his 
Might, a Youth prevail'd over him with a Sling, 
* with. a Stone 3 and gave his Carcaſs unte 
TT | the 


— 


3 A SERMON 4 . 


= e 4 D 
mw 


© gn” 


8 * = —— — 


+ ai 19. is ſaid, A Pegple, Nations, and Languages, 


' the Fowls of the Ar, aud to the . o the 
Field. The King of Babylon, of whom it is 


trembled and feared before him : Whom he would 
be flew, and whom he would he kept alive; whom 
he would be ſet up, and whom he would the put 
down; was dethroned, and driven from the Sons 
of Men, in the midſt of his Glory; and had 

his Dwelling with the Beaſts of 45 Field. 


22. Aud Bel hæar, bis Son, who knew all this, 


und bad mt humbled bis Heart; but lifted up 
himſelf agaiul the Lord when he had impi- 
ouſly profaned the Veſſels, that were taken out 


23; of the Temple of Jeruſalem, and with his 


Lords, and bis Wives, and bis Goncubines, had 
drunk 72 Ine iu them, and bad praiſed the "Gods 
of Sitver and Gold, of Braſs, Iron, Wood, and 
3. Stone, which ſee not, nor bear, ror know; au 
* had not glorified the God in whoſe Hund his 
Breath was, and whoſe were" all his Ways, was 
ſain that ſame Night, and his Ri dom was 
given to the Medes and Perſians. And *tis 
worth- our while to obſerve, with what Con- 


tempt and Deriſion he is treated in I1ſaiab's 


prophetical Deſcription of him; where, by 
a beautiful Figure, he makes the Grave a- 
larm'd at his Coming, and the Kings that 

in the Duſt to — him in this man- 


Ia. xiv. ner: Art thou alſo become weak as we? Art 


10, 11,12:thou become like unto us? Thy Pomp is brought 


down to the Grave, and the Noiſe of thy Viols. 


The | 


PROVIDENCE 'of GOD. T7 | 
Fhe Worm is ſpread under thee, and the Wirzs E - | 
caver thee. How art thou fallen from Heaven, Q "ht 
Lucifer! Sou of the Morning | How art tbon cut Mi 
toon to the Gram, which dit E wiken the — 
Nations! 0 

If we think to bring any Thing to paſs fit 
brow own Strength, we muſt have but a il 
very imperſect Knowledge of ourſelves, of 


the innumerable Dangers and Perplexities 

we are for ever liable to in this Life; and 

the Weakneſs and Infirmities entailed upon 

Human Nature. What is Man? Where is 

his Strength? What his Suffieieney? How 

eame he into Being? or how does he continue 

in it? Is it by a Neceſlity of his gun Na- 

turs? or does he depend upon ſome other 

Being? H it is by a Neceſſify of Nature, 

how is it that he conſumes away like a Ach Pa. 35172 

fretting a Garment, and ſlides back te his 

original Duft, from whence there is no Re- 

turning ? Where are the Heroes of Old ? 

Where the Nenduned Conquerours.? Where 

is Mexander* Where is Caſur? Where are 

the Mighty Ones? Why do they not glory 

in their Conqueſts, and make the World trem 

ble before them as heretofore? But alas 

they are gone; they are paſſed by, and are 10 

where” to be found. For our Life paſſeth — Sol. 

like the: Trace of a Cloud. Man dieth and was; 5 14.10. 

eth away, yea, Man giveth up the GhoA,i1. 12 

aud here is 164 As the Vaters fall from 
| E the 
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the Sea, and the. Flood decayeth and drieth me 
Jo Man lieth down, and riſeth not, till the 
Heavens be no more. 
If we depend upon ſome other Being 
what a Folly is it for us to act as tho we 
did not? to place our Confidence in the ai- 
ry Bubbles of Pride and Self- ſufficiency, and 
ſtrut in Weakneſs and Infirmities? Vpy is 
| Earth and Aſhes proud? Is it not God, he 
4 ſa. 104. is cloathed with Majeſty and Honour ? who co- 
vereth himſelf with Light as with a Garment? 
who is the Author of Life, and Death, and 
all Things? without whoſe Order and Ap- 
pointment nothing is brought to paſs; nei- 
ther Peace, nor War, nor Light, nor Dark« 
neſs: As the Lord fays by the Prophet Iſai 


Ire; 45. 7-ab, I form the Light, and create Darkneſs: T 


male Peace, and create Evil: I the Lord do 
all theſe Things. What is Man then that he 


* 60 25. 4. mould be Juſtifed with God ? or how can be 


ze clean that is born of a Woman? Behold 
even to the Moon, and it ſhineth not; yea, 
the Stars are not pure in his Sight. "how: much 
kſt Man, that is a Vorm; and the Son of 
Man, which is a Vorm? | + 
Can we procure a Drop of - Rain, or a Breath 
of Air? Can we bid the Sick, to riſe and 
T. 6. 27. valk, or ſtop the Hand of Death? Car we add 
one Cubit to our Stature, or make one Hair of 
Ilat.s 36. our Head white or black? When all Human 


Succour fails us, we are forced to beg Gal. 
- 


n . al. dice... doit. a 2 - tit — 8 8 h 808 W — 5 
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God would ſeud us Help from Tronble : For alm 60. 


vain is the Help of Mun. What Comfort or 
Satisfaction could we take in Life, if we did 
not hope for the Favour and Aſſiſtance of 
a good God? For ſhould we depend upon 
Strength and Numbers, we are told, There is? 33. 15. 
20 King that can be ſaved by the Multituds 
of an Hol; neither is any Mighty Mum deli 
vered by mach Strength: For, at his Rebuke, 
both the Chariot and Horſe are fallen. If we 
think that Victory is in our own Power, and 
not in the Hand of God; we are aſſured, 
that there is no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, prov. 21. 
nor Connſel againſi the Lord. The Horſe 153% 3r. 
prepared againfl the Day of Battle; Int Safety 
is of the Lord. | 
Should our Hopes be psd in Kings and 
Princes; ſhould we from thence promiſe our- 
ſelves 1 of Delight, and mark out 
an agreeable Proſpect of future Bleſlings ; 
ſuddenly, when our Expectations are in full 
Bloſſom, and every Thing ſerves to fix us 
in the Miſtake, they die like Men, carry a- 
way our Hopes and Expectat ions with them, 
and leave us nothing behind but this me- 
lancholy Truth; that there is no Truſt to be pf. 146.2. 
put in Princes, nor in any Child of Man; for “3. 
there is no Help i in them : For when the Breath of 
Man goeth forth, he ſhall turn again to his Earth , 
and then all his Thoughts periſh, 


C3 Bas - Should 
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Should we Place our Calo) in Riches, | 
we find they are fickle, and undonftant ; When 


we bid Reſt to our Souls, and graſp at the 


poſſ eſſion of them, the airy Phantoms diſap- 


Prov. az. s. pear; They make themſelves Wings, and flee a 


Eecleſ. 2. 
16. J 


Way, as an Eagle towards Heaven : Should we 
give our ſelves up to Honour and Grandeur, 
we ſhall find that we. are in the Poſſeſſion of 5 
guilded Trifles, and glaring Vanities : For tbat 
which now is, in the Days to come ſhall beforgotten« 
Should we delight to be wrapt in Purple, 
and fine Linnen, and in all the glittering 
Pomp of Vanity, and Oſtentation; and will it 
not be a mortifying Reflection to think that 
we are but Duſt? I ſay to Corruption, thou art 


Job 17.14. my Father, and to the Worm, chou art ny Mo- 


ther, and my fer? 
In ſhort, do we depend upon Life, and build 


our Hapes upon the rotten Foundation of Ten 
Thouſand Accidents ;- contrive abundance of 
Projects, and lay — Schemes for Ages to 
come? We are aſſured that, Man that is born of | 
a Woman bath but a ſbort Time, and is full of Mi- 
Jery; the next Moment may put an End to us, 
and our Contrivances together: for he cometh 


1p, and is cut down like a Flower; be fleeth as it 


were a Shadow, aud never continneths in one Stay. 

Indeed, if we depend upon any one but 
God, we ſhall find no Security for ſuch a Truſt: 
for no Being can ſupport it ſelf, much. leſs 


can it relieve or ſupport others: And there- 


fore. 


ä 
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Dre, without the Aſſiſtance of God, * 


— 


we do, either by relying upon our febves or e. | 


thers, will torn to no Account. 


III. I come now to ſhew, that this does not 


exclude human Care and Induſtry, but when 


- Rt is confidered ſimply by it ſelf, without the 


Concurrence of God's Bleſſing. 


| Though it is certain that God governs the 


World, diſpoſes of all Events, and takes a 


particular Care of his Creatures, withont which 


they could not poſſibly ſubſiſt; yet it is like- 


wile as certain, that he has given them Po.] -. 
ers and Abilities, which he expects, they 


ſhould make Uſe of, according to his Deſign 


and Appointment, For to imagine, that be- 
cauſe all our Care and Induſtry, when conſi- 
dered by it{elf, without any Dependance on an 
over-ruling Providence, can do nothing; that 


it will from hence follow, that there ĩs no need 


of any Care orInduftry at all that we ſhould 
live in a State of Eaſe and Indolence, and 
throw that Burthen upon God, which was 


appointed for ourſelves:— That becauſe we 


can't do all Things, we fhould therefore 
do nothing; is to act, not only againſt Com-- - 


mon Sence, and the Nature of Things, but 


* the whole Tenour of Scripture. 


| Then let ws conſider the Nature of 
| 41 Thing to ſpring 
up into —— Pains? 


Is 


— —— ETD 


— — — c—— 


—— 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
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Is Hunger and Thirſt to be ſatisfied with- 
out Labour? Can a Ship ſail without a Pi- 


Tot? Can Houſes build themſelves > Can 


Kingdoms ſubſiſt without a Government? 


10. 


or Cities without a Magiſtrate? God has 
given us Powers and Abilities to provide 


for eurſelves, which are not to be ſuper- 


ſeded or ſuſpended but at the Expence of 
a Miracle; which we can hardly expect to 


Indulge us in Sloth and Careleſsneſs, 


2. The Scripture is likewiſe very. plain 


. 3. in this Caſe; and ſays, any Man dbes not 


work, neither g be eat. The Hind of the 


vv. 12. 4. Diligent (ſaith Solomon) ſhall bear- Rule; But 


the Slothful ſhall be under Tribute. And a 


Greater than Solomon tells us, That in Cale 


of War, common Prudence wil direct a Man 


to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours for his own 


Safety, and not to loſe the Victory for want 


of Care, or too great a Preſumption of De- 


; liverance, without ſtriving to effect it. For, 


7 14. phat King (ſays our Saviour) going to make 


War againit another Kirg,- ſitteth not down fir l, 
and conſulteth, whether be be able with Ten 


Thouſand to meet bim that cometh againtt bim 


with Twenty Thouſand ? 
- Has God promiſed us any Thing like 


*Care and Induſtry? Has he any where promi- 


ſed us Life and Health, without making uſe 


-of the Means he hath appointed for the pre- 
| | ſerving 
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ſerving ir? or Peace and Proſperity with- 
out any Endeavours of ours towards it? 
to provide for us againſt our Inclinations? 
or to make us happy whether we will or 
no? Care and Induſtry therefore is not 
diſcouraged, if we make a right. Uſe of. 
it; but ſuch only as is founded on our- 
ſelves, and not upon God. For this is ſuch 
an arrogant Piece of Idolatry, as has nei- 
ther Senſe, nor Reaſon, nor even the Shew” 
of- either, to ſupport. it. 

How can it be ſuppos'd, that Providence 
will aſſiſt thoſe, who have no Expectati- 
ons but from themſelves ? How can they 
expect to be protected from Dangers, who 
truſt to their own Devices, refuſe the Light 
that God hath ſer up, and ſeek for Com- 
fort from their own dark Inventions ? Be- Ja. 30.11 
hold ! all ye that kindle a Fire, ſays the Pro- 
pliet, that compaſs yourſehucs about with Sparks © 
Walk in the Light of your Fire, and in the Sparks- 
that ye have kindled. This ſhall ye have of my 
Hand, ye ſhall lie down in Sorrow. 

If we doubt whether God can protect us: 

Me have heard with our Ears, and our Fathers Pam 

have told us, what God has done in their Time 3:5 + 

of Old ; how he has driven out the Heathen with 

his Hand, and planted them in ; how he has de- 

ſlroy'd the Nations, and cait them out. For they gat 

not the Land in Poſſeſſion through their own Sword :. 

weither was it their own Arm that helped them. 
| Bur 
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But his Right Hand, and his Arm, and the Light 
of his Countenance ; becauſe he bad a Favour unto 
them. And therefore, when the Propher ad- 
viſes us to put our Fruſt in God, he does not 
do it without very good Reaſon; becauſe he 
Ia. 26. 4. can always help us: Tru#? ye in the Lord for 
ever ; for in the Lord * EH OVA &® Ig 
Strength. | 

And: the Prophet Hubaldk pur ſo great 
Truſt and Confidence in God, as he was re- 
ſolved ſhould make him chearfut in all Cir- 

Hb. 3. 1). eumſtances: Allbough the Fig-tree ſhalt not bloſ- 
18. ſom, ſays he, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vins: 
the Labour of the Olive fjall fail, and the 
Hields fhall yield no Meat ; the Flick ſhall: be car 
off from the Fold, and there' ſhall be no Herd in 
the Stalls ; yet will I re joice in the Lord, and Joy 

in the God of my Sabvation. 

But as all: our Endeavours will be inſulfici- 
ent without the Concurrence of God's. Bleſ- 
ſing, which is promiſed to thoſe that pur their. 
Truſt in him; ſo, on the other hand, what. 
ever Truſt we put in God will be infuffi- 
cient without our own Endeavours.— Tf 
we depend upon ourſclves entirely, we lean 
upon a broken Reed; and if we entirely de- 

pend upon God, without endeavouring our- 
ſelves » we Mall be equally diſappointed.. 
Truſt and Confidence miſplaced: will be Ar- 
rogance and Preſumption; but if we apply it 
ro its proper _ it will act fail to inſlu- 
ence 
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fluence our. Endeav ours to the Accompliſh- 
ing our Hopes and Expectat ions. 


I come now to draw ſume Inferences from 


on. 


Since then there is a Divine Providence, 


that rules and governs the World, without 


whoſe Aſſiſtance every Thing we do will 
be in vain; but, at the ſame Time, which 


does not exclude our utmoſt Care and In- 
duſtry; what remains, but that we ſtrive, 
as much as poſſibly we can, to engage the 


Protection of God, by putting ſuch a Truſt 
in him as is not inconſiſtent with our own. 


Endeavours ?. becauſe theſe. are Means with - 
out which it does not appear, by what God 
has been pleaſed to reveal to us hitherto, 
that he will proſper our Undertakings in a- 
ny Thing. 


We ſhould truſt in God, becauſe it has 


been proved, that he only can help us: 
Every Thing elſe is upon the ſame Level 


of Dependance with ourſelves. By this means 


we acknowledge him to be the Supream 
Governour, and entertain a true Senſe of 
his excellent. Perfections. 


D If 


the Whole, ſuitable to the preſent Occaſi- - 
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If the Succeſs of all our Endeavours de-- 
pends upon God, we ſhould do all we could 
to make him our Friend. We ſhould ſub- 
mit ourſelves in all Conditions of Life to 
his -good Pleaſure ; and patiently undergo 
any Afﬀi&ion he ſhall think fit to allot - 
us, becauſe we are not govern'd by Chance 
or Neceſſty, but by an Al-wiſe G OD. 


We ſhould ſhew our Gratitude by an hear- 
ty Thankfulneſs for our Creation, Preſerva- 
tion, and other Blefirgs of this Life, of which 
every one has been more or leſs: a Parta- 
ker ; and beg of God, that he would be - 
pleaſed to direct us ' how to make a right 
Uſe of all his Mercies. We ſhould rely 
upon his Protection; not only becauſe the 
Scripture aſſures us, that he is able to de- 
fend us, but becauſe Fa& and Experience 
cod vinces us, that he always did help thoſe 
that put their Truſt in him. Look at the 
2. Generations of Old, and ſee, Did ever any tru 
in the Lord, and was confounded ?- or whom 
did he ever deſpiſe that called upon him? For 
the Lord is full Compaſſion and Mercy, Long- 
ſuffering, and very pitiful, and forgiveth . 
and ſaveth in Time of 3 | 


We ought to look upon it as the greateſt 
Comfort imaginable, that there is a God that 
| governs 
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governs the World with an even and ſtead 7 
Hand; that we are under the Government 
of one, who is able and willing to provide 
for us, if we are not wanting to our ſclves, 
Whereas, were we left to our cwn mad Con- 
duct, liable to all the diſmal Accidents, that 
accompany miſguided Reaſon, and Head- 
ſtrong Paſſions, what a miſerable Life would 
this be > What with Want of Care on the one 
hand, the continual Thwarting and Oppoſing 
one another on the other hand, and the Con- 
fuſion on all Sides, who would not think Life 


a Curſe rather than a Bleſſing? and praiſeEcceſiifies.. 


the Dead, which are already dead, more than* * 
the Living, which are yet alive © 


The Conſideration of this, that we are un- 
der the Protect ion of the Almighty, ſhould 
make us chearful and eaſy : For, if God be Rmm.8.31. 
for us, who can be againit us? If we have ſe- 
cured God of our Side, what 1s there in this 
Life that ſhall give us the leaſt Uneaſineſs? 
| Shall 1ibulation, or. Diſtreſs, or Perfec ution, or 
Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword? No- ” 
thing ſhould be able to terrify us from this 
well-grounced Conſolation, that neither Death, 38. 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Pow- 
ers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, 39 
nor Heighth, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeperate us from the Love of God, 
which is in Chri Jeſus our Lord. 
D 2 $ © 
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The Conſideration of our being under the 
Protection of a good God ſhould make us 
throw off all anxious Concerns for the Things 

of this Life. For what are Dangers to him 
whom God will defend? What is Poverty 
to him who is rich in good Works? Or what 
are Sorrows to him, who drinks large Draughts 
of the inexhauſtible Fountain of Bliſs? What 

can he fear, who has the God of Jacob for his 
Help? Or what can dwell. in ſuch a Soul, but 
Joy, and Peace, and Happineſs inexpreſſible? 


This ſhould likewife ſerve to depreſs in us 
all manner of Self-Confidence, and teach us, 

that when our. Deſigns are accompliſh'd, we 

ſhould not arrogate the leaſt Merit to our- 

ſelves ;. but aſcribe all to God, who is the 
Fountain of Power, and the Author of every 
Halm ir 5. good and perfect Gift ; and therefore not unto 28, 


Ver, Is 


| but unto his Name, be.given Glory for all Things. 


Ir ſhould allo hinder us from placing Con- 
| fidence in any Thing elſe : For there are ma- 
ny, either thro” Ignorance that there is a God 
who governs the World, or thro' Heedleſs- 
neſs and Want. of Attention, who aſcribe 
that to blind Fortune and Chance, in which 
the. Hand of Providence is plainly ſeen ; and 

make that which has no Underſtanding, nor 
| Reafon, nor even a Being in Nature, to = 
— ane 


às on this Day: When, i the Lord himſelf had 3 124. 
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ü the Cauſe of Things, that are produced by an 
Almighty Power and Wiſdom. But let us b 
not make ourſelves ſo unworthy of the Bleflings - 

of Providence, as to aſcribe them to any 

Thing but G God, left we cut ourſelves off 

from _ further Share in chem. ; 


For tho we have the Happineſs t to Live 5 in 
Eaſe and Plenty, under a mild and graci- 
ous Government, enjoying all the Privileges 
that reaſonable Men can expect or deſi re, e- 
very Man under bis own Vine, and under bis own 
Fig-treez and tho this Antient CIT 2 in 
particular was never governd with more 
Carefulneſs and Vigilance: If to adminiſter 
Juſtice impartially, to vindicate the Honour 
of Religion, and to ſuppreſs Wickedneſs and 
Vice; if theſe are Proofs of it: yet if we re- 
fuſe to give God the Glory, by whoſe AL 
ſiſtance it is that we enjoy theſe Bleſſings, 
to whom the very Inclination to do good 
is owing, we may ſoon be reduced to the 
like difmal Circumſtances, from which we are 
Now met to commemorate our Deliverance 


not been on our Side, a a Men roſe up agazult * | 
us, they bad ſwallowed us up quick; when they 
were ſo wrathf1 ully diſpleaſed at us : Tea, the Va- | | 
ters had drowned us, and the yon bad Zone & | 

ver our Soul, 


_— 


t, For 
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| For, a Multitude of fiery Zealots, unWil- | 


ling to part with their Idolatry and Super- 
ſtition, gather'd themſelves into a mutinous 
.Body, and beſieged this City, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the Inhabitants were reduced to Fa- 


mine and the utmoſt Extremities, till they 
were reliev'd by the King's Forces, How 
happy are we (if we know the Things that be- 


long to our Frace) who enjoy our Religion 
unmoleſted, free from ſuch a Spirit as breaths 
nothing but Ruin? A Spirit! that, inſtead of 


adorning the Mind with the truly Chriſtian 
Ornaments of Meekneſs and Humility, tends 
only to . heighthen the Paſhons, and make 


People leſs Chriſtians under the Goſpel than 
they were under the Law. 


A Spirit! that teaches Men to break the 


Laws of God for God's ſake; to depoſe Kings 
and abſolve Subjects from their Allegiance; 
of which King Henry VIII. and Queen Eliza- 


beth are remarkable Inſtances; that makes 
them torture their Fellow-Creatures, for not 
believing againſt. their Underſtandings, and 


the expreſs Doctrine of the Scripture; as if 
People were to be convinced -by Racks and 
Gibbets; or their Judgments were to be in- 


form'd and rectified by taking ray * 


Lives. 
As Spirit! by which, tho” they may in vain 


-call for Fire from above, yet they are re- 


ſolved 


c 


* 
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Glved to kindle it "VEE and do as much as 
poſſibly they can to make an Hell upon Earth. | 
How many Examples have Men of this Spirit 
given of their inhuman Cruelties? And if we 
turn our Eyes to a neighbouring Country, 
what miſerable Objects of Compaſſion have 
there been, who have ſo lately felt the Effects 
of burning Zeal and Bigottry ; and have 
groaned under all the Torments that en- 
thuſiaſticx Rage, and ungovernable Fury, 
could infflict or think of? Were we to view 
them in the Agonies of Death, torn from 
their Families, which were left to lament 
away their Lires in Horrour and D iſtracti- 
on, how happy ſhould we think ourſelves 
to be, who ſit down in the full Poſſeſſion 
of peace and Plenty, and the En joyment 
of a pure Religion? For which we can ne- 
ver be enough thankful to Almighty God, 
pr: has hitherto preſerved us under the Ha- 
dow of bis Wings, and will always continue 

to do ſo, if we uſe our utmoſt Endeavours 
to deſerve it.— 


But for our Aſſiſtance in this, and all our 
Undertakings, do Thou, O Lord, protect us 
with the Light of thy Countenance, and fur- 


ther us with thy continual Help. So we that Pſa. 79.14. 


are thy People, and the Sheep of thy Paſture, 
Hall give thee Thanks for ever; and will al- 
| way 


Lam, © 4 - = — — 
| | . * 
= — 4 4 = 2 K * e A , * * 
> : * 5 
* . * - . * A 
4 1 7 4 8 4 4 60 * 
* N. i 4 
. * * £ * - . > . on < 
£ 9 Xs - —— 


— 
Cp eee r 22 
- 


8 * 
4 
* ” be — 
— 
— 
. 
* 1 * 
* 
4 Þ - * * 
4 
* 
* * 7 
2 
E 
- 
” - bY 4 
% * 
4 : 
e* 2 14 
* 0 * 


4 


* 4 
; * 
- * 
? * 
=y 9 © 
" * * 
Py 
% 
* 
Fa * 
« * 
— . 
* 
— de 
* ; 10 
— * * 1 
8 4 — * 
3 
x - - * EF) 5 * * 
a4 + * - WP 4 # 
. * 
-- 
= — * 
4 . 
* 
” * 4 © 4 o 
* — 
” _—_— & } 
* 
* I. A © 
* 2% 
* 
* * 
— 
1 1 by * * 
- 
3 4 = 
A WW 0 > * 
* : 
.» +. - a * A 
IF * 
* = > 
as > > Xt 
+ Rd 5" 
vv . 4 " 
* 1 
3 


, 3 
0 x} © L 1 
1 * : 
” - 
8 
OS 3 
0 39 * 
9 * 1 
rr ; 
we PI 4 8 — # 
— t ” k, 
A >, 5 
* 8 } * 
— bk - FF -- 
$tIS i 5 7 
* - F "| 8 .* 
* ns 
. ö 
* . 
FS. 4 5 * * 4 
4 . 
v4 Th * 
— £ 7 
1 2 * % 
» j* 4 * 
WW "4 2 
* * 
* 2 . , 
. * 88 
* - 1 — „ — * 
6 % 
* * * a 
F - 
* wy + 
%- « 
2% 1 He 44 Ew 
, on: 
A. a A. 2" _ 2 
* 
— * % 
* A 
= „ » * - Ao, 
5 6 * < 2. 
* 3 1 282 5 * 
* » * 
7 \ ** * * 1 — 
7 » = 
£ 1 i, ti 6 * * * 
— * „ 8 , ©, 
* » o r. * 
. r 
+ 7 % * * *. * 
* K * - * 
1 ” $% * 2 * 45 - : ” - * 
$ * ; «4 % v4 2 Bn % 
7 * > [5g Big 
* * 
* 1 * 2 
* 2 "4, * 0 7 dic 
"= 1 4 2 1 4 
7 b 2 * 8 
1 3 ah =. e 
* . — i 
4 1 * Fas * 5 22 * N : 1 
— 5 = 5 F 
- ? , -— * , 1 
” . * 3 * A 2. * 2 
** L i 
* I 1 * 34% 
. * ha . : * 
- 4 * ” F 1 
* * — +. 45 
* 
© \ ; 
25 * ; 


